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Gibraltar Open Darts toumament,

arguably the biggest event in ttre Rock's
darts calendar, was won by a member of
the Welsh national team after a tense
final.

Glamorgan's Wayne Davies walked
away witlt the men's open title after hav-
ing won the Torremolinos Open a week
befbre. Davies beat Steye Robinson who
had earlier conquered local champion and
Gibraltar's main hope in the event, Dylan
Duo,

"I was 2-0 down in the beginning and
Steve was playing well." said Davres.
"But thon I pushed myself to perform and
managed to pull it back ro 2-2. Ar that
point it was alyone's game and I man-
aged to hit the double ten I needed to go
urrr. I am rcalt-,. h,rfpy r( lhe r(sult a5 i l
oones at the same dn'le as my tecall to
plav for Wales rnd afrer my Torrernoli i io'
win over John Farell."

In the ladies division another dranatic
llnal led to Yorkshire team darter Lourse
Symonds taliing the big prize.

Said Louise: "It went down to tne
r','ire. It rvas a tense finaie but I felt com-
fortable I could win it and did so at the
end. I go home happy and over the moon
to bc going Io World Chcmpionships.

She ulged more to be done about the
sport, especially for the womelli "We
need more money and more recognition if
this is going to work."

Background
The Gibnltar Open is an annual event

held one week after the Torremolimrs
Open and which therefore attxacts inrer-
nationals pros, superleague players and
county league player who give some stiff

competition to local darts enthusiasrs.
The single day of competition registered
a record 180 participants, a total of 80
British men and 40 women competing
alongside rhe 50 iocal men and si.r,
women, while there were also l0 Spanish
men and 10 Spanish women present.

Both the Costa del Sol toumament and
the Gibraltar one hold wildcard entries to
lhe  \ ro r id  championsh ip  he ld  in
November.

Organisers of the event were pleased
with the local and intemational tum-our
ir this the 50th Anniversary of the first
Gibraltar Open. "There has been a great
response ancl everything has gone very
well," said junior coach H;Lrry Parody.

Success
And Gihraltar's strorgest representa-

tive Dylan Duo could
have gone fuflhcr than
his seroi-f inal exit,
especially as he was
caught unawares by a
new rule which meant
the matches censisted
of fi./e ganles instead
of last year's seven.
Duo's dominance this
season has been near

tolal only a 100 per cant win
record in the four ranking competidols
by club secretary Justin Broton who beat
him in the last mnking competition final.

This result allowed Justin to qualify
for the Mediteranean Cup, where the
four top players liom the countries of
Italy, Greeca, France (which this yeit
host the evenr ar a Cranvil le in
Normandy), Cyprus, Malta, Luxembourg

(at France's invita-
tion) will play four
of Gibraltar's best.

As the second
oldest sports asso-
ciation in Gibraltar
the Darts
Association is
proud of its rcots
and its future, its
latest world cham-
pionship team scal-
ing the dlzzy

heights of the darts world by coming in at
mid-table over countries like Cermany.

And organisationally the association is
al\o triurnphing. l. i ' t  January 28 hostirrg
the Stan James Professional toumamenr
with PDC ranking, a feat alrcatly sched-
uled for nex{ year.

Eftbrt
For those unsure horv dar.ts is played it

basically comprises of shooting dats into
a dartboard so as to reach a score of 501,
with a double needed to complete each
game. Sometimes a tie-breaker is played
ii'the scores are even irto the iast game.

Hiury said: "lbu need a steady ttdow
and a good arithmetic brain because there
is a lot ofadding and subtracting. You can
be standing up for up to eight hours so
you also need physical and mental
sf€ngth and concentration." The assocra-
tion is curently on the lookout for female
players and anyone interested can get in
touch with Sue Parody though the sports
autiority.

But despite the massive voluntary
effort by people lil€ Justin and Harry and
the association's tadition, the yearly
clamour for their own premises where
they car hone their skills at their leisure
has always fallen on deaf ears. "We keep
on knocking but the door keep getting it
slamrced in our faces," said a disappoint-
ed Hany.

Maybe it is time those in pcwer gave
credit where it was due and opened their
anns to an association that has done so
much to improve Gibraltar's image
among the nations but when it comes
back to our small community has
rowhere it can call home.

GIBRALTAR DARTS OPEN .
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